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Protect the Vulnerable 


by Rev. Kim Wood, Conference Minister 


Guide my feet while | run this race, guide my feet while | run this race, 
guide my feet while | run this race, for | don't want to run this race in vain! 


This African American Spiritual has been running 
through my mind the past couple of days. It sat with 
me after we sang it in worship Sunday evening. Then 
it popped back up in my thoughts as | started 
reviewing the latest Covid-19 updates. It has been 
playing on repeat ever since. 


lam so grateful that the number of Covid cases 
seems to be taking a dramatic downward turn after 
this most recent surge. Congregations who have 
stopped meeting in person are revisiting gathering 
strategies, and many have or will soon re-enter their 
building spaces. And those who have been able to navigate some sort of in- 
person presence throughout have been looking at easing mitigation 
practices somewhat. 


As we look at moving forward, | admit to being wary. This week has already 
been filled with stories of states and municipalities rescinding indoor mask 
mandates, lawsuits against schools and businesses who require students 
and staff to wear masks or get vaccinations, and blockades and arrests at 
the US/Canada border over Covid-19 regulations. | can feel a sense of 
urgency brewing and bubble over. 


In a recent New York Times article, Tara Parker Pope, the founding editor of 
Well, was asked about her thoughts on masking in light of the recent and 
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pending changes in mandates. Said Parker Pope: 


| think everybody has to think about the most vulnerable person in their orbit 
and consider that person when making decisions. If you use that as your 
guidepost, then you sort of know the answers. 


We have been running this Covid-19 race for what feels like a very long time 
now, and it is no surprise that we are eager to be together in our spaces 
again. As we engage in this new cycle of gathering in person and easing 
back on mitigations, | invite you to keep these words from the letter to the 
church in Philippi in front of you: “Instead of each person watching out for 
their own good, watch out for what is better for others. Adopt the attitude 
that was in Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 2:4-5). Or, as Parker Pope put it, “Think 
about the most vulnerable person in your orbit...when making decisions.” 


Thank you for all the ways you have already cared for and considered the 
needs of those who are vulnerable during the Covid-19 Pandemic. | know 
this season has not been easy and there has been much grief and 
heartache. | am so grateful for your intentional and compassionate 
decision-making and planning. May God continue to guide our feet as we 
run this race together so that it will not be in vain. 


News from the Conference Office 


int eqrate 


welcome 


Churches Joining Forces 
Workshop 1: Contemplating Shared Ministry 


Saturday, February 26th 
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2 PM Eastern/1 PM Central on Zoom 


You are invited to engage in a new initiative, Churches Joining Forces. This 
Southeast Conference UCC initiative has been created to offer space and 
tools for exploring the different ways congregations and ministry settings 
can come together to strengthen our ministry and share our gifts, this 
series of events will focus on everything from parallel programming to 
event collaboration to space sharing and beyond. 


Our first workshop, Contemplating Shared Ministry, will be facilitated by 
Rev. Samantha Houser and Rev. Ellis Arnold, both Associate Conference 
Ministers from the Tri-Conference Ministry Team (lowa, Nebraska, and 
South Dakota Conferences of the United Church of Christ). 


This opening event is perfect for all congregation leaders and clergy in both 
local churches and specialized ministry settings. Learn more on our 
website: https://www.secucc.org/2022/02/15/churches-joining-forces/. 


Save the Date: Service of Installation 


The Board of Directors of the Southeast Conference, United Church of 
Christ declares 


Saturday, April 2, 2022 
as the date for the Service of Installation for 
Rev. Heather Fosburgh as Associate Conference Minister and Rev. Kim 
Wood as Conference Minister. 


Time: 3:00 PM Eastern /2:00 PM Central 


Locations: Kirkwood United Church of Christ, Atlanta, GA 
and 
Spirit of the Cross Church, Huntsville, AL 
as well as 
Satellite Locations throughout the SECUCC (TBD) 
(all with limited capacity based on best practices for the Covid-19 
Pandemic) 


The service will also be live-streamed for people wishing to celebrate 
worship from their homes. 


Generosity Corner 
by Min. Carrole Moss 
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Greetings and blessings, | trust that you are all well 
as you continue to celebrate life and all of the 
victories, large and small as we continue in this 
season of pandemic. We continue to serve an 
amazing GOD!! 


Regrettably, our Transforming Churches, 
Transforming Lives grants are no longer offered as 
we have exhausted/depleted all of our funds. The 
great news is this: we were able to serve 39 of our 
50+churches during these cycles. Our Churches 
benefited in a number of ways. We were able to offer 
much-needed training for our leaders and congregants, accessibility for the 
handicapped, updating equipment during this time of COVID-19, Healthy 
Boundary training for our clergy and laity, beautification of our spaces, 
Supporting our youth and so much more. 


We remain grateful to all those motivated to take advantage of these great 
Opportunities. This program was designed to last 2-3 years...but by God's 
Grace it was available for more than seven years! 


A huge note of thanks to this Southeast Conference United Church of 
Christ, The United Church of Christ, our Priorities Committee, and 
EVERYONE for your love, your support, and your continuing to believe that 
"WE ARE MORE THAN CONQUERORS THROUGH JESUS CHRIST"! 


Ecclesiastes 3:1 teaches: "For everything there is a season and a time for 
every purpose under Heaven." 


We will continue to keep you informed of new opportunities as we remain 
steadfast in our commitment to growth and service. We will keep you 
updated on new opportunities, grants, scholarships, trainings, and 
everything that could benefit our church and our communities. 


Again, thank you ALL for your responses and your continued commitments 
to the Southeast Conference United Church of Christ. 


Should you have questions or concerns, please reach out to me directly. I'm 
here to serve YOU!! 


Peace and blessings, as we continue on this journey... TOGETHER, 
Min. Carrole 


Music Soothes the Soul 


There is no better to be drawn away from the chaos of a hectic world and 
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into the respite of God’s soothing care than by the tendrils of beautiful 
music. The Southeast Conference UCC provides just such an interlude on 
the 3rd Thursdays of the month through the Live Harp Meditations with 
Rev. Jean Norton. 


Jean offers Sacred Conversations with 
Music as a Therapeutic Music Practice 
through HeartSongAwakenings.com. 
Jean's deep heart and strong spirit 
listen virtually to the sorrows and 
traumas of our lives, especially as we 
experience them through the injustices 
of racism. Her harp songs are offered to 
help awaken the soothing gifts of the 
Holy One amid the chaos of our times. 
Ordained in the United Church of 
Christ, Jean is a Certified Clinical Musician and retired Board Certified 
Chaplain. She is a member of Howard Congregational Church, United 
Church of Christ in Nashville, Tennessee. 


Please join us at our next gathering Live Harp Meditation on Thursday, 
February 17th at 1 PM Eastern/Noon Central time (note the new time!). To 
register, go to this link. All are welcome from- invite a friend! 


Ecclesiastical Council for Rev. Evelyn Oliveira 


The Commission on Ministry of the Southeast 
Conference invites you to participate in the 
Ecclesiastical Council for Rev. Evelyn Oliveira on 
February 22 at 6 pm Eastern/5 pm Central on Zoom. 
Rev. Oliveira serves as the Associate Pastor at 
Circular Congregational UCC in Charleston, SC and 
She is requesting standing in the UCC through the 
Privilege of Call process and currently is authorized 
by the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship. The 
Ecclesiastical Council is the last step for individuals seeking Authorization as 
an Ordained Minister in the United Church of Christ. 


You can register to attend here: 
https://usO2web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMufuuorl gpGtTQS- 
TW7ik7xlIhVrRSrNWVL 


https://us17.campaign-archive.com/?u=01d4c5139f7be9d4d4ff4c6 3a&id=abd1a08c30 Page 5 of 12 


SECUCC Conference Connection: February 15, 2022 


Annual Information Review for Authorized Ministers 


It is that time of year again, the Annual Information Review for Authorized 
Ministers! If you are an Authorized Minister, licensed, commissioned, or 
ordained, please take a few minutes and fill out the Information review. 
This helps us keep our database up to date and helps the Commission on 
Ministry and the Conference know how to support you better in your 
ministry. We have a couple of different ways you can submit your 
information, including an online form and a fillable PDF you can print and 
mail in or email back to the conference. The conference will also be sending 
out hard copies next week if you prefer that version. If you have any 
questions or problems with the form, please email hfosburgh@secucc.org. 


Clergy Zoom Connections for February 


e An Hour of Conversations and Prayer 
Tuesday, February 22 - 11:00 a.m. Eastern (10:00 a.m. 
Central); Zoom: https://zoom.us/j/479440102 
e Live Harp Meditations for Ministers 
Thursday, February 17 - 12:00 p.m. Eastern (11:00 Central) 
20 minutes of meditation with Celtic harp. Silent prayer and reflection 
following if desired, facilitated by Rev. Jean Norton. (For questions or 
to sign up for individual Therapeutic Harp Sessions, contact Jean 
at HeartSongjJean@gmail.com.) 
Zoom: https://zoom.us/j/96976838422 
e Especially for Specialized Ministers 
Tuesday, February 22 - 9:30 a.m. Eastern (8:30 a.m. Central) 
Zoom: https://zoom.us/j/354744689 


Community 
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Prayer List 


We are continuing the process of praying for authorized ministers, 
congregations, and ministry groups throughout 2022. We encourage you to 
include these prayer requests in your local church newsletter, share them 
with your prayer circle, and include them in your own prayers. 


Week of February 20 


Trinity Congregational UCC; Athens, Alabama 
SEC Standing Committees 

Tim Downs 

Albert Ghergich 

Darryl Trimiew 

Maxine Simmons Bolden 


Week of February 27 


United Church of Cookeville; Cookeville, Tennessee 
PATHWAYS Theological Education Program 

Roy Bain 

Douglas Farmer 

Vant Hardaway 

David Speno 


Churches in Transition 


First Congregational, Montgomery AL; First Congregational, Savannah GA; 
Trinity Congregational, Athens AL; Rush Memorial, Atlanta GA; Holy Trinity 
Community Church, Nashville TN; First United Church, Belvidere TN; 
Pleasant Hill Community Church, Pleasant Hill TN; Peace Congregational, 
Clemson SC; Deer Lodge Congregational Church, Deer Lodge TN 


News from the Wider Church 
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One Great Hour of Sharing Offering for 2022 


The theme for the 2022 One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) offering is “Love 
Remains,” based on 1 Corinthians 13:13 And now these three remain: faith, 
hope and love. But the greatest of these is love. These words were written to a 
church in turmoil to remind them what love looks like in community. 


What does love look like in our UCC Community? Through your collective 
generosity, the United Church of Christ has worked with both domestic and 
international partners to provide food, water, medicines, education, 
disaster recovery resources and opportunities for sustainable 
development, bringing hope to places of despair. Your gifts to OGHS allow 
us to put love into action to make a difference in the lives of individuals and 
communities in crisis around the world. 


Sunday, March 27, 2022, the fourth Sunday of Lent, is the recommended 
date for the offering. Resources to help you promote the offering will be 
mailed to your churches beginning the week of February 21, 2022. And for 
your newsletters and worship planning purposes, resources are already 
available for download on the UCC website. You may also order additional 
copies of these materials from UCC Resources. 


Thank you for your enthusiasm in promoting the One Great Hour of 
Sharing offering in your churches and for your generous gifts to ensure that 
Love Remains. 
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Consulting services for capital campaigns, 
stewardship programs, visioning and strategic planning. 
cblfund.org 


United Church of Christ 


Church Building 
€ Loan Fund 


You've been thinking about new mission priorities, property improvements, 
new construction, technology enhancements, building an endowment or 
paying off debt. A capital campaign is a great way to raise funds for these 
projects! 


Undertaking a capital campaign can be a daunting task, but a Church 
Building & Loan Fund Regional Mission Interpreter (RMI) can guide your 
church through the campaign process, providing resources and support 
necessary for a successful campaign. 


It's perfect timing to explore funding options for new and renewed ministry! 
Contact Jill White, Lead Regional Mission Interpreter, at whitej@ucc.org or 
216.736.3820 to discuss your church's needs and learn more about CB&LF's 
services. 
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Trainings and Conferences 
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Healthy Boundary Training for 2022 


Healthy Boundary Training will be offered through Zoom again this year. 
The following courses will be offered in partnership with the Disciples of 
Christ Georgia Region. 


e March 25-26 - Healthy Boundaries 101: Fundamentals REGISTER 
e Sept. 16-17 - Healthy Boundaries 201: Beyond Basics and Into the 
Internet (Pre-req Healthy Boundaries 101) REGISTER 


An additional course of Healthy Boundaries 301 is in final development and 
will be offered in May. 


These trainings are offered Fridays from 1:45pm - 5:15pm, and Saturdays 
from 8:45am-12:15 pm. You must attend both sessions in order for the 
training to count toward Authorization Requirements for Ordained, 
Licensed, and Commissioned Ministers. The Fee is $75. 


The Commission on Ministry will also be offering a Healthy Boundaries 
Course for Retired ministers later in the year. 


A reminder that in order to maintain ministerial standing in the Southeast 
Conference of the UCC, an Authorized Minister must complete an approved 
Healthy Boundaries Course once every four years. Both Healthy Boundaries 
101 and 201 meet this requirement as does Healthy Boundaries for Retired 
Clergy unless a minister holds Exempt Status. If you have questions about 
these trainings, when you need training again, or Exempt Status, please 
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email BATraining@secucc.org. 


Mediation Skills Training Offered in South Carolina 


This summer the Lombard Mennonite Peace Center will offer in-person 
attendance at our Mediation Skills Training Institute for Church Leaders (MSTI) 
for the first time in two years! Grace Presbyterian Church in Fort Mill, SC will 
host this popular and practical event on June 13-17, 2022. Clergy and other 
church leaders are invited to join us for this essential training. The fee is 
$750 for five full days of instruction and a hard copy of the MST/ manual. 
Online registration is now open at https://Impeacecenter.org/all-events/. 
For more information contact the Peace Center at 630-627-0507 or 
admin@LMPeaceCenter.org. 


Conference Calendar 


February 17 @ 1:00 pm - 2:00 pm EST 
Live Harp Meditations for Ministers 


February 22 @ 9:30 am - 11:00 am EST 
Zoom Conversation for Specialized Ministers 


February 22 @ 11:00 am - 12:00 pm EST 
Clergy Conversations via Zoom 


February 22 @ 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm EST 
Ecclesiastical Council for Rev. Evelyn Oliveira 


February 26 @ 2:00 pm - 5:00 pm EST 
Churches Joining Forces Workshop 1: Contemplating Shared Ministry 


View the full calendar of events online: https://www.secucc.org/events/ 


Contact Us 


Conference Minister: Rev. Kim Wood; kwood@secucc.org 


Assoc. Conf. Minister: Rev. Heather Fosburgh; hfosburgh@secucc.org 


Generosity Coordinator: Min. Carrole Moss; cmoss@secucc.org 
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Director of Communications: Don Harris; dharris@secuc« 
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